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This year marks a century since the birth of 
a doyen of Serbian ethnomusicology, Prof. 
Dragoslav Dević, Ph.D. (1925–2017). Dr. 
Dević dedicated more than 50 years of tire-
less scientific research to the study of Serbian 
musical folklore, elevating his calling to the 
level of a mission. His ethnomusicological 
heritage is woven into the work of the De-
partment of Ethnomusicology at the Faculty 
of Music, which he helped establish and de-
velop throughout his prolific university ca-
reer (1962–1990). 
Ever since the founding of the New Sound 
journal, Dragoslav Dević was one of its regu-
lar contributors and a well-respected mem-
ber of the Editorial Board. Among other contributions on the pages of our 
Journal he left several valuable studies dedicated to Béla Bartók and Yugo-
slav folk music (No. 6), the analysis of Dinaric and Shopic singing (No. 19), 
shedding light on Mokranjac’s work as a melographer and ethnomusicolo-
gist (No. 28), while in No. 50 we posthumously published Dević’s last con-
ference paper, discussing Partisan songs in Serbia.
To mark this significant jubilee, in this issue we bring a redacted version of 
an interview with Dr. Dragoslav Dević conducted by his colleague and 
close associate Dr. Dimitrije O. Golemović. Their conversation was recorded 
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in 2011, to mark the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Department 
of Ethnomusicology at the Faculty of Music. We offer the living words of 
Prof. Dević to the scholarly community as a precious account of his profes-
sional journey and the historical development of ethnomusicology as an 
academic discipline in Serbia and Yugoslavia, as well as a reminder con-
cerning a figure whose pioneering explorations indebted Serbian ethnomu-
sicology and culture for good.
The Editorial Board offers its heartfelt thanks to Dr. Dimitrije O. Golemović 
for permitting us to publish this interview.
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